In addition to being a noted port, Tacoma has been home to lumber and paper industries 
since its inception, include giants such as Weyerhaeuser—so much so that the city was 
known for its distinctive (foul) odor until in the late twentieth century when the paper 
mills reduced their sulfur emissions by 90 percent. U.S. Oil and Refining also operates an 
oil refinery on the tide flats of the Port of Tacoma. Shipyards, especially since World 
War II, have also been major employers in the city. 


Today, Tacoma is the second-largest city in the Puget Sound area and third largest in the 
state. The Port of Tacoma is a leading North American seaport, handling more than $36 
billion in annual trade and nearly 2 million TEUs (Twenty-foot Equivalent container 
Units) in 2007. The Port is the seventh largest container port in North America, and a 
major gateway to Alaska and Asia. 


Amtrak provides both ticketing and baggage services at this facility. 
Tacoma is served by 10 daily trains. The Amtrak Cascades are primarily financed 


through funds made available by the Washington State Department of Transportation and 
the Oregon Department of Transportation. 


Union Station in Tacoma, WA 


